Chapter 7 of the textbook titled Movies and the Impact of Images states that at the cultural level, movies function as consensus narratives.  With this concept in mind, answer the following questions based on the film Shallow Grave screened in class:

1. The significance of the story is determined by the power of its comment on the human condition. What comment is being made in this movie about what it is to be human? 

2. The theme of a story is the general idea or insight about life expressed by the author. Theme is a universal and meaningful concept that emerges from the characters' actions and from the outcomes of conflicts described in the story. Theme is often thought of as the lesson that the author is trying to teach the reader or audience. More than one theme can be included in a work of fiction; however, there is usually one primary theme that ties together all of the elements of a story. Usually, a theme can be expressed in one sentence. What is the primary or central theme of this story? 

3. What themes emerge from the back-story and how do they relate to the theme of the main story? 

4. Many stories explore important social or political issues. Describe any specific social or political issues that affect the story. How do these issues impact characters and influence theme? 

5. What life lessons can be learned from the choices made by the characters in this story?

6. The conclusion of the story suggests a solution to the conflict that can be applied to the human condition in general. What values or principles that inform the actions of the characters can help people resolve their own life's conflicts? 

7. How does the changing consciousness, the developing awareness of the major characters, affect the story and help the audience discover theme? Explain these shifts in thinking.

8. Although often considered an artistic flaw, a story can be didactic in that it teaches the viewers how to achieve an end presented as worthy. Explain the use of didacticism in this story and evaluate its success in illuminating an important idea. 

9. What are the most dramatic issues relevant to our time that have been presented in this story? Describe the presentation of one such issue and show how it relates to the times in which we now live. 

10. Stories can be persuasive. Show how the movie attempts to persuade viewers to accept the particular values or principles that the writers intended to promote. 

All answers should demonstrate thoughtful analysis and specific examples from the film that support your statements.
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